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ong balancings by espousing the side of Russia, with a view to ivenLual action against France.1 The decline or collapse of the \nglo-Priissian Alliance followed as a matter of course so soon is Frederick decided to clasp the hand of Leopold. It is curious :o find Pitt and Grcnville, even at the end of August 1791, seeking; to include Austria in the Triple Alliance, when statesmen it Berlin and Vienna were scoffing at England, and were adopt-ng an offensive policy at variance with the pacific aims cherished it Whitehall. Kaunitz and Bischoffswerder looked about for i scape-goat, and found him in Joseph Ewart. Auckland had *lso been making a dead set at this able ambassador; and some hitch in the negotiations attending the marriage of the Duke of York with the eldest daughter of the King of Prussia served to increase his troubles at this time. But the following hopeful letter which Pitt wrote to him on 2nd September must nave salved his mental wounds:
. . . Many events have certainly concurred to disappoint (.he accomplishment of very important objects, and to produce in some respects \\\ unfavourable change both in Prussia and elsewhere. But the general slfttc of Europe, taking in Lhc whole, affords so favourable a prospect to this country that we have great reason lo be contented. Any temporary fluctuation In the disposition al Berlin is therefore, at the moment, of less consequence. The connection between Prussia and Austrin, wlmt-ovcr right \vc have to complain of the steps which have led to it, cannot, I think, produce any permanent mischief to our system; and, at least, I am convinced that the best chance of preventing it is to mark no suspicion on our part to preserve as much good humour and cordiality as possible. For the rest, in the singular and uncertain stale of Europe, our chief business must be to wntch events and keep ourselves quiet. I have been sincerely concerned not to have more favourable accounts of your health, , , .
The prospects, so far as concerned the freedom of Poland and the peace of the West, were worse than Pitt anticipated. Ewart foresaw the course of events more correctly. A little later he obtained the recall for which he had some time been pressing; but be had the mortification of seeing Morton Eden, the brother of his rival, Lord Auckland, installed in his place. He retired to Bath for treatment by his brother, a medical man; but an internal disease of long standing developed very suddenly on
1 Martens, v, 262-71.morials of Fox," ii, 383-7.
